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AT THE CHAMA LIBRARY, LITERACY
IS A FAMILY AFFAIR.

Last summer the Chama Literacy Council’s
Library-based Family Reading program had 61
children enrolled. We gave prizes both to children
who read books and to adults who read to chil-
dren. The prizes were given after each child gave
a summary of stories they had read or listened to.
Prizes included ice cream, cokes & mini pizzas,
and were all donated by local merchants. Sixty-
seven parents and grandparents read to 27
children.

Plans are underway for the 2001 Summer Family
Reading program. It will include elements of our
Winter programs such as: infant and toddler/
parent reading with rewards for both parents —
such as certificates— and parent-led puppet
shows illustrating stories taken from books.

We have been working on designing and putting
together more reading packets (purchased with a
grant from the NMCL). These include board
books, a puppet, a toy, wooden puzzles, etc. Par-
ents check these out of the library for home use.
They are extremely popular; we really cant have
enough of them.

Also included in our program is an ABE/GED pro-
gram with one-on-one instruction , ESL, adult
computer literacy, tutoring for adults taking college
classes, and an after-school reading class with
parent participation. We continually try new ways
to encourage adults to participate in their own and
their childrens and grandchildren’ education.
With well over 200 program participants in a town
with a population of just over 1,000, we think our
percentages of getting it right are pretty good.

Submitted by Margaret Palmer,
Coordinator, Chama Literacy Council

' THE ADULT LITERACY PROGRAM OF
THE EL RITO PUBLIC LIBRARY

The Adult Literacy Program is funded by a grant

from the New Mexico Coalition for Literacy through

the El Rito Public Library. It serves a 3,000 sg.

mile area encompassing a population of about

12,000. Sixty-one percent of the population is at a

12th grade literacy level with 28% reading at level

1. What this ultimately means is that 1 in 4 people

have difficulty with daily life skills such as balanc-

ing a checkbook, filling out a job application, and

reading or writing a letter. These are our friends

and neighbors and we are striving to encourage

them in their lifelong learning pursuits.

GOALS:

?  Publicize available resources

?  ldentify individual needs

?  Match tutors and resources to fill the needs

Requests so far have included basic computer

skills, letter reading and writing, filling out forms,

and income tax services.

STRENGTHS:

? Dedicated core of volunteers and employees
at the public library

?  Centrally located in the catchment area

PROBLEMS:

?  Large population of functionally illiterate
citizens

?  Avalilable jobs do not require basic literacy

We face a logistic problem of setting up multiple
small sites in outlying communities since there is
no public transportation. In addition, dependable
core funding is necessary to keep the library doors
open.

Submitted by Bill Atkinson, Director,

\

Adult Literacy Program, El Rito Public Library
/

The Literacy Forum is published bi-monthly by the New Mexico Coalition for Literacy. News and commentary may be submitted
to the Coalition using our mail address, e-mail address, phone or fax number. We look forward to hearing from you!




SPECIAL SOFTWARE OFFER FROM LEARNING 2000

Learning 2000 has partnered with Literacy Volunteers of America, Inc. to offer the LVA
network a software package specifically designed to help children learn. The software,
Lifetime Library from Learning 2000, is ideal for family literacy programs or for parents

to use at home with their children.

This partnership between Literacy Volunteers of
America, Inc. and Learning 2000 gives parents
and literacy programs an opportunity to pur-
chase a highly regarded product at a substantial
savings. Previously available at $599, the Lifetime
Library is now available for $99 (plus S & H) to
members of the Literacy Volunteers of America,
Inc. network (affiliate staff, tutors,

students, and supporters). As a part of this special
offer, Learning 2000 has also agreed to donate
$20 to LVA, Inc. for every software package pur-
chased using LVA, Inc. code CUA-6162.

Please note that the offer will be available
through June 30, 200L1.

The Lifetime Library software consists of 17 CDs
with over 450 hours of instruction. Utilized in
schools throughout the country, the Lifetime
Library is a self-paced, computer-based, inter-
active instructional multimedia program for
grades 4-12 in the subjects of reading, writing,
math, pre-algebra, algebra, history, science,
and English. Students learn what they are
learning in their own school, because the Life-
time Library can be correlated to all state and
national standards. The Lifetime Library uses
videos in lessons showing real-life application of
all concepts, thousands of illustrations, over
seven thousand instructional screens, and three
thousand minutes of narrated text (helping stu-
dents learn to read effectively). Placement tests
are included to determine where students' skill
levels are in each lesson.

For more information on the Lifetime Li-
brary, go to www.learning2000.com.

To order with this special $99 offer, call
toll free 888-968-5327, ext 104, and men-
tion code CUA-6162.
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THE NMCL ANNUAL MEETING IS JUST

This year the NMCL Annual Meeting will be held Saturday, June 23rd from
8am to 5pm at the Hilton in Socorro. We are very pleased to announce that
our special guests will be Marsha Tait, President of Literacy Volunteers of
America, and Peter Waite, Executive Director of Laubach Literacy Action.
This is sure to be a very informative and enjoyable event. We will soon be
sending out promotional brochures that will include registration forms.

Stay tuned to our website (www.nmcl.org) for the latest information.
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WE LEARN Launches
Research Study on
Women-Centered /
Women-Positive Basic
Literacy Materials
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St. Paul, MN --- WE
LEARN (Women Expand-
ing Literacy Education Ac-
tion Resource Network)
values and promotes liter-
acy and literature for all
women, especially those
with basic level English

reading and writing skills. In
an effort to cultivate meaning-
ful literacy resources and cur-
riculum, WE LEARN has
launched a participatory re-
search project involving adult
women learners, as well as edu-
cators and librarians who have
connections to literacy efforts. In
addition to learning what ma-
terials are currently being used
to meet the needs of adult
women learners, this study will
also explore what resources
could be developed that don't
already exist. The primary goal
of this project will be to initiate
collaborative strategies to de-
velop and create women-
centered basic English literacy
materials.

This research project will work
primarily with adult women
learners. However, literacy
workers (teachers, tutors, edu-
cators, researchers, administra-
tors) who work with adult
women learners in any capacity
(schools, social services, work-
place settings, prisons, and so

on) are invited to respond to a
guestionnaire seeking informa-
tion. The questionnaire inquires
about what women-centered
literacy materials are used in
your setting; how they are
used; what you have learned
from your experiences with
adult women learners; and
what literacy resources and
materials are still needed in this
area. The questionnaire for lit-
eracy workers can be found at
www. litwomen.org/litqg.
html. Hard copies will be
mailed upon request. The
deadline for questionnaire re-
sponses is July 1, 200L. A final
report will be provided in print
format to the respondents and
posted on the WE LEARN web-
site (www.litwomen.org/
WLindex.html). Possibilities
also exist for literacy workers to
participate in the long-term
efforts and projects of WE
LEARN.. A questionnaire for
librarians is also available at
www. litwomen.org/libqg.
html.

sources. Through participation in
conversation circles, adult
women learners will be invited to
talk or write about what reading
and literacy materials appeal to
them or facilitate their learning.
Literacy programs or learners in-
terested in sponsoring or partici-
pating in conversations circles
should contact Mev Miller at WE
LEARN.

WE LEARN has been established
to maintain a resource list of
women-centered/women-
positive adult basic English liter-
acy materials that help women
understand their situations as
women; to create a resource cen-
ter/clearinghouse dedicated to
the publishing, review, network-
ing, and distribution of women-
centered literacy resources, ma-
terials and curriculum; and to
develop a network of learners,
literacy workers, librarians, and
writers committed to and in-
volved in the process of creating
and distributing women-
centered or feminist adult basic
literacy materials.
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This project centralizes learner
insight and action by encour-
aging adult women learners to
lead and participate in the
process of defining and creat-
ing literacy materials and re-

>

To obtain more information
about this project, to get a
copy of the questionnaire,
or to be added to the mail-
ing list, please contact Mev
Miller at 1483 Laurel Ave.,
St. Paul, MN 55104-6737,
(phone) 651-646-0097,
(fax) 651-646-1153, (email)
mev@litwomen.org. Addi-
tional information can be
found on the WE LEARN
website at www.litwomen.
org/WLindex.html.
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DATES TYPE WHERE CONTACT PHONE #
4/20, 21, 27, 28 LVABL TVI/LCA-ABQ Donna Aragon 224-4313
4/20, 21, 27, 28 LVA ESL Sara Bellomo 266-7202
5/45,11,12 LVABL Santa Fe Letty Naranjo 428-1353

SPECIAL WORKSHOPS/IN-SERVICES

4/12 Learning Disabilities Workshop TVI Albuquerque Donna Aragon 224-4313
4/ 14 Learning Disabilities Workshop Literacy Link/Leamos,

Silver City Caroline Baldwin 538-3672
5/12 Citizenship/Immigration Law TVI-Albuquerque Donna Aragon 224-4313
5/ 19 Ready to Read Valencia County Literacy Council Pat Waltner 864-3511
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